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other specific needs of such a child or
children.

(b) Spousal support. Periodic pay-
ments for the support and maintenance
of a spouse or former spouse in accord-
ance with State or local law. It in-
cludes, but is not limited to, separate
maintenance, alimony pendente lite,
and maintenance. Spousal support does
not include any payment for transfer of
property or its value by an individual
to his or her spouse or former spouse in
compliance with any community prop-
erty settlement, equitable distribution
of property, or other division of prop-
erty between spouse or former spouse.

(c) Notice. A court order, letter, or
similar documentation issued by an au-
thorized person, which provides notifi-
cation that an officer has failed to
make periodic support payments under
a support order.

(d) Support order. Any order providing
for child or child and spousal support
issued by a court of competent jurisdic-
tion or by administrative procedures
established under State law that af-
fords substantially due process and is
subject to judicial review. A court of
competent jurisdiction includes Indian
tribal courts within any State, terri-
tory, or possession of the United States
and the District of Columbia.

(e) Authorized person. (1) Any agent or
attorney of any State having in effect
a plan approved under part D of title
IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
651-665), who has the duty or authority
to seek recovery of any amounts owed
as child or child and spousal support
(including, when authorized under a
State plan, any official of a political
subdivision); and (2) the court which
has authority to issue an order against
the officer for the support and mainte-
nance of a child, or any agent of such
court.

(f) Active duty. Full-time duty in the
Service, including full-time training
duty.

(g) Legal officer. Shall be an officer of
the Service or employee of the Depart-
ment who is a lawyer and who has sub-
stantial knowledge of the regulations,
policies, and procedures relating to the
implementation of section 172 of Pub.
L. 97-248.
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§21.738 Policy.

(a) It is the policy of the Department
of Health and Human Services to with-
hold allotments from pay and allow-
ances of commissioned officers on ac-
tive duty in the Service to make invol-
untary allotments from pay and allow-
ances as payment of child, or child and
spousal, support payments when the of-
ficer has failed to make periodic pay-
ments under a support order in a total
amount equal to the support payable
for two months or longer. Failure to
make such payments shall be estab-
lished by notice from an authorized
person to the designated official of the
Department. Such notice shall specify
the name and address of the payee to
whom the allotment is payable. The
amount of the allotment shall be the
amount necessary to comply with the
support order including amounts for
arrearages as well as for current sup-
port. However the amount of the allot-
ment, when added to any other
amounts withheld from the officer’s
pay pursuant to a support order, shall
not exceed the limits for involuntary
allotments from pay as prescribed in
section 303 (b) and (c) of the Consumer
Credit Protection Act, 15 U.S.C. 1673.
An allotment under this Subpart shall
be adjusted or discontinued upon no-
tice from any authorized person.

(b) Notwithstanding the above, no ac-
tion shall be taken to withhold an al-
lotment from the pay and allowances
of any officer until such officer has had
an opportunity to consult with a legal
officer of the Department to discuss
the legal and other factors involved
with respect to the officer’s support ob-
ligation and his or her failure to make
payments. The Department shall exer-
cise continuing good faith efforts to ar-
range such a consultation, but must
begin to withhold allotments on the
first end-of-month payday after 30 days
have elapsed since notice of an oppor-
tunity to consult was sent to the offi-
cer.

§21.74 Responsibilities.

(a) The General Counsel, Office of the
Secretary, Department of Health and
Human Services, shall be the Des-
ignated Official for the Department



